Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



i 



"Ttr"^ 





THE 

EVANESCENT 
CITY 

by 
GEORGE STERLING 

With J^ine Illustrations after Photographs 

by 

FRANCIS BRUGUIERE 



A Cover in Color after the Painting by 
Will Sparks 



SAN FRANCISCO 

A.M. ROBERTSON 

1915 



-»*• 








Copyright, 1915, by 
A M. Robertson 



Printed by Taylor 6r* Taylor, San Francisco 



This poem, commemorative of the Panama' 
Tad£c International Exposition, with its accom' 
panying illustratioQS after photographs by Frands 
Bruguiere, first appeared in Sunset Magazine, to 
whose Editors the Publisher is indebted for per' 
mission to rqirint it in the present form. The 
illustration c»i the cover, after the painting by 
Will Sparks, has not been published heretofore. 
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RE AT on the west, ere darkpess crvLsh her domes, 
V/ine^red the city of the sunset lies. 



Below her courts the mournful ocean foams; 
Above, no foam of cloud is in the sk}es. 
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Awhile I stand, a dreamer by the deep. 

And watxh the mnds of evening sap her walls. 

Till ashen armies to the ramparts sweep 

And seas of shadow storm the gleaming halls. 
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So dies that far magnificence of light, 

A conquered splendor on a arurnbling pyre, 

'Mid fall of crimson temples from their height 
And ruined altars yielding up their fire. 
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So fades that city, one with all that finds 

The nameless road that Beauty toJ^es at last- 
One with her dust upon the twilight winds 
And all her music mingling unth the Past. 
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Farewell /" I whisper low — then thrill to see. 
Unseen till now, eternal and afar. 



Soul of dead day and pledge of peace to he, 
The tranquil silver of the evening star. . 



DOORWAY: 
PALACE OP MACmMERT 

[ lo ] 



THE EVANESCENT CITY 



A rainhow fallen— hut mthin the soul 

Its deep induhitahle iris hums; 
An anthem stilled— yet for its ghostly goal 
The incommunicable music yearns. 
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Only for Beauty's passing shall we trace 

The heavenly pathway that her feet have trod; 

Only at her departure see\ her face— 

We that shall find it not this side of God. 
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THE END 



